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SUBJECTs (U) Effect of "Flying Ssucere® on Alr Defense ,iipérﬁﬁim

108 Commanding Geheral

My iateriel Command

Wright-Fatterson Alr Force Base

Ohioc ' .
AtThHy  Adlr Technisal Intelligence Center

1. un 25 Qotober 1952 in a mesting with Oeneral Maxwell,
Aftr Force Secretary, Ressarch and Development Board, Uffice of
Secretary of Defense, data was requssted eoncerning the effect of -
the phenomena of "flylng saucers” on the air defensc systems This
data was desired to assisi in detemining whether or not research and
development should apply sdditional effort in analyzing this probles.

2. As a resuls of this meeting, the Alr Defense Com:and was
requesied to sutmit thelr thoughte on the "flylng saucers” phenomenms.

3¢ Attached for your information and any action deemed
necessary are coples of the letter $o0 Air Defense Command and their
answere Ooples of the Air Defense Command correspondence have been
forwmarded to (eneral Maxwell and also to Lt. Oenersl Cralgle,
Deputy Chief of Staff, Devalopment, '

BY COUMAND 0F {nF CHIBF OF STAFF:

' s/ Thomas R. Ford
2 Incln THOHAS R, FORD

1. Cy ltr to ADC, Colonel, USAF
dud 27 Oot 52 , asat Chief, Operationsal Flans Div,
Z2¢ Cy 18t Ind from Mrectorate of Operations
ACy 2 Hov 52
c
O
F
b 4
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SUBIECTs (uncl) Bffect of ":lying Saucers” on Alr Dafense Cperations

108 Comvanding Ceneral
Alr Dolfense Uommand
int Ar Fforce tase
Colorado Springs, Colerado

le The phenomena of "flyin: saucers” has been repor&ad uuy
times both a® visual and radar sightings.

: 2. Your comments are desived as %0 the possible affect the
sightings of this phenomena could have from an operational point of
vim on the air defensc system,

3¢ In addition, your comments on ihe followine ars dasirodz

&e¢ Tthat is ¢he radar operator's ruehion to this
- phencmens? Is he able to mogn:l.u and reject the echo as pob
an aiyeraft?

be Is 1i likely that gome operators have observed a
¥flying saucer” and rejected the radnr response and not reported
the fact?

c. loes a radar responss z'mxf this type phencmena oonruu
your radar oparators? ‘

: de Has Alr Defense Command any concern in mpeot to ﬁ.\e
"flying saucer? phenocmena?

BY COMMAND OF THE OHINS F STAFFs.

6/ ames C, Jensen
Je C. JENSEN
Colonel, USAP
Chief, Uperational Flana mv.
Hrectorate of Uperations
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1Y UBAF AFOURWOP (000,92, Subjects (Umelassitied) Effect of "Flying
Saucers™ on Air Defense Operations

ADOOT-C 56063 (27 Oct 52) st Ind 2, vov 52
HQ AIR DHSENSE COMMAND, Ent Air Force Base, Colorado Springs, Colorado

10r Director of Uperations, Hesdquarters United States Alr Force,
Washdngton 25 De Ce

1. DCS/I, this Command, has compiled numerous reports of flying
objects sighted both visually and by yedars Air Technical Imtelligensce
at A:C has been assigned the basic responsibility for the analysis of
the phonomena and a complete file is not available at ADC, nor has a
complete analysis been attempted here. Vo are, however, vitally cone
ceérned with any phenomena whioh degrade the quality of operation of the
ACLW system, Radar tracks whieh do not conform to the charactoristiocs
of current aireraft would cervainly fall within this olassification,

Ze A prelininary investigation of “fast tracks” wes undertsken
by ADC in May 1952, It was concluded that s high poroentage of “fast
tracka™ then reported was oeccasioned by musual interferenca vetweaen
radar equipments. An article was prepared for the August 1952 ADC (E
Digest to deseribe the phenomena of fast tracks generated by mutual
interference, the methods used to identify the tracks as such, and
suggested remedial measures which should be taken, The mutual intere
ference provlem will grow a» the number of our radar inereases and
eontinual education will be necessary to alleviate the situation,

e It is diffiocult to zssess the effect of obsarving unusual
track phenomena on the operator. As his tralning and experience
increzse he learns to recognise conventional aireraft tracks, intere
farence, jamming and equipment malfunetioning. The introduction of
unexplained phenomens will always cause some confusion. In esch oase,
the confusion will be compounded by the necessity for submitting
reports requirad by higher echelons, Fven highly trained cperators
have been known to miss actual tarvets. Certainly the chances ars
mich greater that a target will be missed which doss not conform to
the conventional patierne

4e The flylng object reports indicate many, very slow, erratic
targats which could be attributed to wdather phenomena, weather
balloons, experimental balloons, bli:ps, etc. A greater mumber
indicates speeds ranging from 700 to 2500 knots, At present we have
no alternative at our radar stations but to determine if mutual intere
ferance exists and to muke the required raports. In the 195556
period, we anticipate that interceptors amd guided missiles available
for alr defense will be capable of intercepting tarvets while flying
at speads of approximately iiach 2. s also anticipate that onomy

i‘.c‘

¥ Approved For Release mm}:}qﬂ smoosstm*tgﬁvo?m?ogm ATION




I —

. 2 - c. A
E N - o 'y g .
o F f R -
) ;.Approved or‘lease 20@@9’({3!%{ 005'000100020001 9

Y

AlixilmC 36003, Subis (Umel) Effect of "Flying Saucors” on Alr Defense
Jparationsg lst Ind (o iQ USAF

guided aissilos will have speeds of (zoh 2 or greater. Ab Lthat tlne,
Tast tracks, radial or otherwise, will call for defensive sction &%
oncee If unasusl fast urack phenomena of the type mow experiencad
perslst during ilint time interval, it oould result in an wwHoessayy
axpenditure of cur suilded missiles and inefficient utilization of
our manned interceptors.

5e ta believe that it is dmperative to determine the cauges of
unusual track phenomena before the threat possesses characteristics
such a3 to causs uistaken ldenvification and subsecusnt disgipation
of our wespons for air defense,

PO THE COMHANDING GENERALSs

- s/Robert k. Wynens
ROBERT .. WINENS
Capt, USAF
Asst Adj Gen
c
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1k October 1952

HEMORANDUM FQR RECORD

SUBJECT: Flying Saucers Problen

le At an informal discussion betwesn DD/I, AD/IC, and Acting
AD/S; s it was agread that the saucer problem should be attacﬁd by
getting together the responsible individuals in the community to work
out a program of research and intelligence which can then be imple-
mpnt?d by them directly. The agreed progran can then be forwarded to
’c:ﬂeﬂ_:.)CI and pogsibly the Secretary of Defense and the balance of the
National Security Council as an established program rather than waiting
i‘zz_a great deal of formal, high level paper pushing before taking

100,

2.  DD/I directed icting AD/ST to contact Ir. Whitman and Gen.
Sam@‘ord to arrange an appropriate time at which this problem can be r
reviewed. Acting ADSI to call on Dr. Whitman and review the back- |
ground of our study before the neeting. S |

, 3+  Subsequently, Acting AD/SI was advised that the most con-
venient days for this meeting would be Monday or Tuesday, 20 or 21 Oct-
ober. Those present would be: ‘

Dr. valter G. %hitman, Chairman, RDB

Gen. John A. Samford, Diractor of Intelligence, USAF
Mr. Loftus E. 3ecker, DD/I

¥r, James Q. Reber, AD/IC

plus others deemed appropriate by the principals.

25X1A

v

CC: Chief, Opns/SI - 1
Chief, SAD/SI -1
Chief, Prod/SI - 1

¥
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'RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Becker:

Confirming our brief conversation in the hall the other
day, I enclose a memorandum from General Maxwell on the subject.
We will advise you when we receive the report referred to in
this memo.

Sincerely,

WALTER G, WHITMAN
Chairman

Enclosure (1)

Mr. Loftus E. Becker

Deputy Director for Intelligence
Central Intelligence Agency
2430 E Street, N.W.

Washington 25, D. C.

(This document may be declassified upon removal of Confidential
Attachment.)

pecre.
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RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD
WASHINGTON25, . &

4 November 1952

MEMCRANDUM FCR CHAIRMAN, RDB

SUBJECT: Radar Phantoms ' STATINTL

2P

1. At our conference here the othe< day with Mr. Becker,xF
and General Samford, it was agreed that we would evaluate the

phantoms from the viewpoint of the seriousness of the problem to the
Alr Defense Command.

2. Inquiries made to the appropriate sections of the Air Staff did
not disclose any undue concern over the phantoms., I believe that this
is because in war and in peace the problem of identifying the vast number
of aircraft tracks seen by the Air Defense radars is a confusing factor
of much greater magnitude., However, to make sure that we ars not over-
looking any important considerations, the Air Force has asked the
Air Defense Command to study this problem and make recommendations.

Ws*; \ 3¢ This, then, is an interim report to you, because it may be
A e several weeks before the answer arrives from the Air Defense Cormand.
\‘é‘b\i R 4s Naturally there is general concern sbout the radar phantoms and
Lot ’\\ . sthe larger problem of the flying saucers because we are unable to
\\ Uy explain a sizeable percentage of the reports. However, the concensus
¢oa> ' geems to be that a great deal of activity and study is going on in this
AN field which will do much to clarify the situation. The subject of

anomalous radar propagation has been wnder study for some time and will
continue with appropriate emphasis. The Air Technical Intelligence
Center, which analyzes "saucer" reports, will emphasize the radar con-
fusion aspect. It is also my feeling that, whereas formerly this was

a subject which scientific men did not wish to become involved in, it is
now becoming "respectable" to study the subject and to discuss it publicly.
If this trend continues and our astronomers and other scientists do turn
their talents to the problem, I am sure that the answers will be
expedited.

Brig. General, USAF
Alr Force Secretary

- »

Approved For Release 2001/09/03 : CIA-RDP81R00560R000100020001-9




